
Your purchases at our bookstores 
and cash donations online

directly benefit 
our Maui County libraries!

DONATIONS 
The donation of books, CDs and DVDs allows us to have 
plenty of inventory in our stores— and has the added benefit 
of distributing many thousands of low-priced and/or free  
items for reading and entertainment to our community.   
Aside from the many opportunities for book giveaways at 
special events, keiki in our stores can always choose a free 
book at every visit! (From the designated selection in each store.)

Please make sure that the materials you are donating are  
in good sell-able/usable condition. See the guidelines in our 

stores or online at MFOL.org — or call to check before bringing.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2025: Books for All! 
Maui Friends of the Library (MFOL) has served the public libraries and the community of Maui this past year by donating 
more than $100,000 in funding for Maui libraries, plus additional grants for projects in the libraries and participation in 
special events. Powered by the sales generated at our bookstores and donations from our supporters, we have also passed 
along thousands of free books for keiki and adults at special events. Here's a showcase of some projects and promotions.

Trick-or-Treat at QKC
Hundreds of families come for safe 

Halloween festivities at Queen 
Ka'ahumanu Center. Our MFOL bookstore 

volunteers gave away loads of books  
(and candy) to the costumed kids!

Earth Day at Montessori School
MFOL volunteers set up a Free Book table 

at Montessori School of Maui to help 
celebrate their annual Earth Day event.

Summer Reading 
The Summer Reading Challenge 

is conducted annually in June-July, 
coordinated through the State 

Library system. In addition, each 
Maui library is able to provide more 

programming and prizes, funded 
by MFOL. This year the theme was 

"Mele"  ... as creatively 
displayed in the Moloka'i Library.

(also see page 2 for details)
BOO BASH at the YMCA's
West Side Resource Center
The YMCA's new Resource Center 
in Lāhainā includes 20+ nonprofit 
partners, and Maui Friends of the 

Library is proud to be one! 
We sponsored a book giveaway at 

their first big Halloween event.

"Big Trucks" Day at UHMC
The Holoholo Bookmobile participated in 

the Ka'a Big Truck event in November with 
a bookmobile walk-thru and book giveaway!

Imua Halloween
This year, MFOL also participated in 
the Halloween festival sponsored by 
Imua Family Services at the MACC, 
where our volunteers handed out 
hundreds of free books for keiki.



The mission of Maui Friends of the 
Library (MFOL), as an all-volunteer 
non-profit organization, is to provide 
support for the public library 
branches in Maui County — including 
Lāna‘i and Moloka‘i, the Holoholo 
Bookmobile— and other libraries. A 
primary task is raising the money to 
help finance the acquisition of new 
materials for each library, sustain 
subscriptions to newspapers and 
magazines, and fill in the gaps for 
community programs and equipment 
where state funding falls short. 

As with the last several 
years, all branch libraries 
in Maui County received  

blanket grants of $10,000 
for each branch,  and the 

Holoholo Bookmobile 
received $12,000. 

Remember that the  Holoholo 
Bookmobile was purchased with 
funds raised by MFOL & gifted  

to the state library system 
for use on Maui.

The annual funding for each library 
may be used however each branch 
manager determines: new books, 
films, music, magazines and 
newspapers for their collections; for 
library programs and/or supplies for 
programs or special events.

Library Projects Funded 
&  Accomplished in 2025

Money from Maui Friends of the 
Library also help individual libraries 
with special requests for supplies, 
equipment, or furnishings which are 
not covered (or fall short) in  their 
state-provided budgets.

This past year, MFOL was able to 
provide an additional $53,000  for 
special requests by the librarians, 
for library projects, programs, 
and materials. These include the 
following specific grants ...

•$17,125 for furniture (benches 
and white-board tables), signage, 
and supplies to complete the 
renovation and refurbishment of the 
Kahului Library, which had its grand 
re-opening in July.

•$12,400 to fund the Maui 
programs during the statewide 
Summer Reading Challenge in 
June-July, coordinated with a “Mele” 
theme. The Summer Reading 
programs are designed to prevent 
‘summer slump’ during school 
vacations, and to promote reading 
within the family. The funds were 
used to purchase prizes and craft 
activity materials for the participants 
— including a Mele 'ukulele grand 
prize for each library! 

•$9,100 was paid for subscriptions 
to magazines and newspapers in the 
library branches and bookmobile, 
with publications requested by each 
branch manager.

•$7,875 was granted to help 
purchase supplies and furniture 
for Hana, Kahului, Makawao, and 
Wailuku libraries, which included 
racks, bookmarks, and items for the 
children's areas.

•$5,300 for "Wonder Books" for 
Makawao Library (bound books with 
a built in audio player for literacy 
skills).

•$5,000 for the purchase of 
children's  Scholastic books. 

•$2,655 for play-scapes for Kīhei 
Library.

•$2,400 for Holiday celebrations 
for the staff at each library.

•$1,000 to purchase topographical 
maps for four of the libraries. 

•$600 for an event at Lana'i Library 
with "Mr. Kneel",  a popular literacy-
based performer for young people.

PLUS: 
• A total of $39,000 was granted  
scholarship funds to Maui students 
who are pursuing their graduate 
degrees in Library & Information 
Services.  Scholarships are given in 
increments of $3,000 per semester 
per student.

LIBRARY FUNDING IN 2025  
MFOL Assists Our Maui County Libraries with Direct Funding for Direct Impact!

Shaleena Barrios of Lāhainā proudly 
holds the prizes won by her daughter 
during Maui's 2025 Summer Reading 

Challenge — including a gorgeous 
Mele 'Ukulele!



FLO WIGER
President,  

MFOL Board  
of Directors

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 
Aloha! On behalf of Maui Friends of the Library's 
Board of Directors, I want to give a huge mahalo 
for your support of our organization and also of 
the Maui County public libraries this past year.    
We have all come to grips with the reality that 
there is no public library nor a Friends of the 
Library bookstore in Lāhainā. Realizing how 
important it is to have books available on the 
West Side, and given the destruction of virtually 
all the downtown area, we reached out to various real estate 
agents to let them know we are interested in renting space 
for a book store. That has not been productive, so we have 
also been trying different ways of getting books into the 
hands of people in the West Side communities. We have 
participated in numerous book giveaways organized by other 
organizations and agencies. One of these is the YMCA's new 
West Side Resource Center, and Maui Friends of the Library is 
proud to be one of their non-profit partners in this new venture.  
So...regarding bookstore space, we are now working on 
some exciting developments. Check our website and social 
media platforms for news!
Meanwhile, our other three bookstores on Maui continue 
to provide affordable books, movies, and music to the 
community, and raise much-needed funding for our libraries 
on Maui. We are also in contact with the Hawai'i State Library 
administration on O'ahu, constantly letting them know how 
much we need a library on the West Side!  
Of course, none of this would be possible without the 
volunteers in our bookstores.  They are the backbone of our 
organization and continue to give of their time, their ideas, 
and their love for MFOL.  We are so grateful for the volunteers! 
They make the difference in the Maui community.   —flo

How You Can Help
Please consider helping MFOL to support, promote, and 
enhance Maui’s public libraries. You can do this by becoming 
an Annual Supporter with a cash donation online ... by 
donating gently-used books, CDs, and DVDs ... by shopping 
at our bookstores ... and by signing up for a weekly volunteer 
shift in our bookstores or warehouse. Every bit helps!

Maui Friends of the Library is able to achieve great results 
with the help of the community and our dedicated volunteers. 
From the community, we receive monetary gifts  as well as 
the all-important donations of used books and other media 
to re-sell in our three used bookstores: the original store 
behind the old Pu‘unēnē School; our largest store, in Queen 
Ka‘ahumanu Center; and our newest location in Kīhei. 
  

Our bookstores are at the center of our non-profit fundraising 
activity for Maui libraries. Aside from helping the libraries, 
the volunteers of MFOL are delighted to help make books, 
music, and movies  accessible and affordable to everyone 
on Maui.

We Need More Volunteers 
For Our Stores!

We are blessed with an abundance of donated materials 
to sell in our stores to raise money for the libraries. But 
operating these stores takes LOTS of time and energy  — 
and in that area, we are always in need. Please consider 
giving us a few hours of time each week on a consistent 
basis to help operate the stores. We need people to ring up 
sales, to shelve books, and help keep the stores tidy and 
organized.  Go to MFOL.org and click on the VOLUNTEER 
page for more details and a fill-able form. Volunteering is a 
wonderful way to help us help Maui! Not only does it allow us 
to keep the stores open —  but it’s fun to be in a bookstore!  
Just a few hours per week can help make a big difference in 
our Maui County community! Plus: you earn a free book or 
movie for each shift. Win/win!

Warehouse Sale  A much-anticipated annual event 
for MFOL is our Warehouse Sale in Pu‘unēnē, where 

shoppers find bargains even better than inside our stores! 
 

Keep checking MFOL.ORG for the date of our next one. 



MFOL is an  all-volunteer 501(C)(3) non-profit organization 
founded in 1912

Board of Directors in 2025
President:  Flo Wiger       Vice President: Sara Foley Bezane 

Secretary: Barbara Trecker       Treasurer: Rick Woodford
Kate Acks, Jann Berman, Nancy Eckman, Stan Frank,  
Chris Jacobs, Teri Jennings, Kathy Kirby, Charles Mort,  

Dale Peterson,Dawna Richmond, Dorothy Tolliver,  
John Tryggestad, Annie Wilson, Jennifer Wood

Mail:  P.O. Box 1017  •  Wailuku, HI  96793
Email:  mauifriendsofthelibrary@hotmail.com

Website:  MFOL.ORG
Social Media:   facebook.com/mauifol •  #mauifol  

@mauifriendsofthelibrary

 Kahului store
Located in Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center (East wing), Kahului

Hours:  Mon - Sat  10 am - 6 pm •  Sun  10 am - 5 pm

Phone: (808) 877-2509

Pu‘unēnē store & warehouse
Located by the old Pu‘unēnē School (past the sugar mill)

 Hours: Tue - Sat, 9 am - 4 pm

Phone: (808) 871-6563

 Kihei store
Located at 95 E. Lipoa St, Kīhei 
Hours: Mon - Sun  •  10 am - 6 pm 

Phone: (808) 874-7095

OUR BOOKSTORESMaui Friends of the Library
ONGOING programs
Free Books for Educators

Maui teachers, tutors, and home-schoolers are invited 
to come to Pu‘unēnē to pick and choose FREE books 
for school use. No appointment is needed to receive 25 
children’s/educational books at the store, from the selection. 
For more than 25 books at a time, a warehouse appointment 
is needed. Email, call, or visit the Pu‘unēnē bookstore to 
arrange an appointment: 

Email: mauifriendsofthelibrary@hotmail.com
Call:  Pu‘unēnē Bookstore,  808-871-6563

There may be additional events where a great deal of inventory 
will be available—for great deals! We usually have an annual 
Warehouse Sale in the spring or summer: watch the website 
for info on events, or ask to be included on the Educator Email 
list as well as our regular email list.  Thousands of books have 
been given away, and thousands more are waiting for you!
The Kīhei store also offers select free books for educators.

Discounts for Educators
Every day, educators can purchase books for 50% off at  the 
Queen Ka‘ahumanu Bookstore. This discount is applicable 
in the used book categories of Kids, Juvenile, Young Adult, 
and Education. (Categories are written inside the front 
cover of books, along with the price.  Please note that we 
cannot extend any discounts on NEW books, or Hawaiiana 
titles.) Any educator can take advantage of this discount:  
teachers, home-schoolers, special needs care-givers, tutors.  

Scholarships for Librarians
Since 2009, Maui Friends of the Library has offered 
academic scholarships to Maui County residents pursuing 
a Master's or advanced graduate degree in Library and 
Information Science (MLIS) at the University of Hawai‘i 
Mānoa campus, or through the University Center at the UH 
Maui College campus.  More than a dozen recipients of these 
scholarships are currently serving in library positions on Maui.   
In 2025, MFOL granted a total of $39,000 to students 
pursuing their library degrees! Eligible students may apply 
online at MFOL.org, to request up to $3,000 each semester.

 YOU can help! 
Click to donate at MFOL.ORG 

Become an Annual Supporter •  Donate cash of any amount

Visit our BOOKSTORES
Buy books, CDs, DVDs at our stores • Volunteer at a bookstore 

MFOL is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization; donations are tax-deductible


